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“But where has he gone?” queried
Connle with a woman's curlosity In
such matters. *“He hasn't wandered
off or gotten lost, has he? Is he old
or childish?"

“I don't know,” I returned as I took
a chalr. “I never saw him or heard
of him before. I was playing pool
with an anclent Azlec, when Dayton
Inquired for the professor."”

“An Aztec? sgald Dual qulickly.

“Not weally,” I responded. “Mexi.
can chap named Laredo. who sald he
had Aztee blood In him from away
back.” I went on and told what had
happened,

Dual made no comment. He con-
tinued with his writing on the pad.
He seemed to be putting down figures
In a column and adding them up. Ior
an Instant I felt strange.

I had seen him do things like that
before at the beginning of one of his
odd adventures,

He would take a name, write |t
down, put a figure for each letter, and
add them up, calculate a bit and calm-
Iy announce ¢hat something would or
had happened. He called it the as-
trology of letters and numbers, and It
gave results In hiz hands, as I knew.

“Now I watched him In silence, By
and by it grew oppressive. 1 turned
to Connie. “1 thought you were going
to bed,” I remariked,

“I was, but M Dual and 1 got to
talking., I thiuk I will now.”

“Walt a moment,” Seml begged.

We both turned toward him. He
finished his work with the paper and
pencil, put the pad away and sat
gtaring across the roof for a time,
“Rather, 1 would suggest that von
change your clothing for something
free of restraint, vét warm enough to

avold feeling chill in the night,” he
went on.

Something gripped me by  the
throat. "Dual—" I begun, *“What—

“Becauge,” he continued In a volce
of subdued sorrow, “there is a wom-
#an In this hpuse tonight who will
need the support of a woman. Know-
ing you as 1 do, Mrs, Glace, I know
you will go to her comfort and sup-
port””

He turned his strange, calm eves in
my direction. “Gordon,” eaid he,
“Mies Wingarde has suffered the loss
of bher father. The profegsor when
found, will be dead!"”
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“Dead!"” I sprang to my feet.

“Dead,” repeated Dual.

Connie sank back in her chair. She
was suddenly pale. "Not really?”
she gasped. “Oh, the poor girl! 1
must go to her at onece, Gordon—"

I shook my heal. *“Not yet, sweet-
heart.”

I turned to Dual. “You =et up the
figure of his name?” 1 declared,

He nodded. *“It shows that Mathi-
a8 Wingarde will die on July 19. This
is the 19th of July. From the figure
death should have occurred before
this, as It I1s now a quarter to twelve.”

I ehivered. Often as 1 bhad seen
and heard him calmly announce the
actlon of fate, It never ceapsed to af-
fect me strangely.

“I'm going back down and find
out, 1 sald im a moment. “Connle,
do s Dual suggests, If the worst has
bappened, that girl will surely need
somebody to help her. It will be a
terrible shock."

Sem| straightened. “Go down,” he
sald quickly. “Say little and keep
your wits about you. Forget all save
that you are a detective, Gordon,
With your permission I shall tell Mrg.
Glace what to do.”

I turned to the door.
to my side,
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Connle came
“Be careful,” she whis-
pered. “Something terrible has hap-
pened. I feel it, Look at Mr. Dual
He looks as he always does when he

Is réeady to drag something evil to
light."”
1 nodded, 1, too, had seen the

strange, intent expression which had
settled on Semi's face. 1 took her in-
fo my arms and kissed her and went
out of the room,

It was midnight. What {8 there
about the hour which always makes
the unseen draw closer, the heart
beat slow, the breath catch, the im-
pogéible become but the possible for
the time? You have felt i, and I felt
it that night as I passed down the ball
of the hotel toward the stalrs to the
ground floor,

Our rooms were on the second
floor, and but u short digstance frow
the main stalrcase. The lights were
on. Even some of the iransoms still
showed light within rooms,

Yet as I went with soft-footed Lread
along the hall 1 felt a cold wind
witich seemed 10 play uan the full
length of wy spine till the sculp on
my head appeared 1o Lghten,

Dead!

1 counld not doubt it. Too often had
Eeml Dugl foretold the thing 1 was Lo
tind. I reached 1the stuircuse and
turned to ‘descend, 1 became aware

of & group of men standing neir the
desl: in the lobby of the hotel.

Before I wan linlf-way down 1 saw
that two of them feld lunterns  a
ready lighted,

and sepped thut they

.__h

were canon guides attached to the
hotel staff. Another of the party was
Dayton, who seemed to be directing
the others or giving them informa-
tfon. Still another was the clerk, who
had come out from the desk and was
ehoking a vigorous head as I reached
the lobby floor. A couple of bell-boys
bung wide-eyed on the edge of the
circle of men,

I ndvanced to the group quickly.

*“That's all,”” Dayton was saying as
I eame up, “Miss Wingarde and I
were sitting on  the veranda about
cight-thirty as near as I can recall.
One of the guldes we had with us on
our trip came 1o the foot of the steps
und spole to the professor.

“He went down and talked to the
chap. We didn't hear what they said.
After a bit Winganrde turned and

called up that he was going a ways
with the guide and would be back
shortly, They walked off, and 1
haven't seen him since. OFf course I
can't epeak from a deep knowledge of
your aborigines around here, but it
looks funny."”

“Nonsense,” the clerk cut fn.
“"Those fellows the professor took on
his trip are perfectly reliable men.
There's no chance of their having
done anything to him.”

The two guldes shook thelr heads
In agreement with the clerk's pro-
nouncement,

“Then he must have sustained a fall
or something and been hurt,"” said
Dayton., “Here it's after twelve and
he wouldn't be apt to stay around the
Indian wvillage till any such hour, 1
fancy we'd best start a search. That's
why I sent for you chaps,” he ad-
dressced the puldes,

“Then let's gel
one.

Daston nodded. "One minute,
inform Miss Wingarde and go
you." He slarted for the stairs,

I followed and touched him on the
arm. He turned with an impatient
manner. “Go on,’' I sald, speaking
solftly. "I'm Glace. You waw me in
the poolroom this evening."

“Od, yes!" he acknowledged.
“Well?"

“We began to mount the slairs.
“Just this,” I returned. '"Miss Win-
garde I8 worrie about her father.
She'll have a dreary time waiting the
results of this search alone. My wife
would be glad to stay with her, and
I'd be glad to help in the search, if
you like.”

“Jolly good of you," said Daylon.
“If you'll wait a bit till I can ask
Evelvn about jt—"

He went on up and turned down
the same hall on which our own sulte
was placed. Passing its door, we went
on a few numbers farther down and
Dayton rapped. Almost at once the
girl I had seen earlier in the evening
drew it open and he stepped inside, 1
waited. In a few minutes he was out.

“I have advised Mise Wingarde to
accept, If vou will be #o kind,” he
advised me,

I led him back to our suite and ‘n-
side. Connle, dressed In a soft, loose
gown, wias sitting In the chair where
I had left her. Dual, at a writing-
table, bent forward, and I knew that
already he was at work upon those
abstruse caleulations  which had so
often gerved to point the way for sus-
picion to follow in the past.

He rose and I presented Dayton,

Without delay Connie and I fol-
lowed the Englishman back to the
Wingardes' rooms. There I met the
young girl who, if Dual was right,
as I knew him too well to doubt, was
already an orphan. With a word and
# pluncg Dayton told her to keep up
her courage,

He swung open the door.

A man stood there—a tall, slender,
swarthy man, clad in soft flannels.
His hand was half lifted a8 though he
had been on the point of rapping.
Even before he spoke 1 saw It was
Laredo,

“Ah, senor Dayton,” he sald in a
manner totally free from embarpass
ment. or resteaint, ©  was passing and
noticed the light, T was about to rap,
oh, g0 lightly, If perchance you were
awake, to Inquire about the professor,
Has he perhaps return?"

Well, it was plausible enough.
Dayton had asked him about Win:
garde, and whbat more natural than,
knowing them he gshould stop to in-
quire when he saw the light. Before

Dayton could anawer, however, 1 gol

at It,” suggested
'l
with

In & question. "Your
here, Laredo?”

1 spoke shortly, 1 fear, for he lifted
Lis brows slightly. “But yes, senor.”

“The professor has not yet been
found,” sald Dayton in an undertone
as he quickly closed the door behind
him. *“We are on the point of organ-
Izing a searching purty. They are
waiting for me below stairs now.
Come on, Glace.”

“One moment,"
knew,

Dual had drawn open the door of
our suite and now stepped Into the
hall, Clad in his soft, gray suit, with
tle to mautch, wsoft, gray skirt with
canyas shoes, he made a striking ap-
wearance ag e gporonched us: along
the passage. We bud gl (urped at his
words und stood walling. His strong

room along

pald A& voice 1

face was aqulte calm and his volce was
Impersonal In tone as he wen( on:

“In my estimation, Mr. Dayton and
Mr. Glace can do more good by re-
maining here than they possibly can
by Jjoining the searchers, They, of
course, will'be led by the professional
guldes who are quite familiar with
the region and can give it a thorough
beating even at night. 1 am sure they
can do quite all which will be essen-
tial for Professor Wingarde."

I saw at a glanece that he had plain.
Iy overheard our remarks to Laredo.
My heart leaped, for I knew that his
action could mean but one thing, and
that already his masterful hands had
caught up the reins and would drive
to the end of the venture. Dayton on
the contrary seemed inclined to re-
sent his interruption,

“But I say,”” he objected. *“As
Wingarde's friend and his pariner on
this trip, and all that, I can't turn the
search over to a lot of disinterested
nobodles, you know."

“It Is precisely because you were
his friend and partner on this trip
that I wish you to remain here,” said
Dual. *Shall we not go down and see
that the search is started promptly?
After that T would desire to ask you
some guestions,"”

“You know, I ecan't just see what
glves you the right to interfere In
this, my good man,” Dayton began.

Dual's eyes came up and rested
steadily upon him,

“There are €0 many things you have
not time to see now, Mr. Dayton. For
instance, vou do not appear to know
that Profesgor Wingarde Is already
beyond the need of any friendship—"

“Is what? I say now — what do

you—" Dayton stammered, and his
volce rose,
“Softly" sald Seml. “The news

will be hard enough for the daughter,
no matter how gently broken. The
professor, vou see, is dead.”

“Dios!” It came in a gasp from my
elbow. <

I saw Laredo start a pace backward
ward, a rucia-ntary expression of
shocked surprise on his dusky face.

“My God!" chimed Dayton like an

echo. “How do you know that? Has
somebody found him?"

“Not that I know of,” sald Seml,
“In fact 1 think not yet.”

“Then how do you know?"” Davton’s
face, which had paled, went suddenly
red, “I don't understand all this.,”

“Not wyef)” saild Dual. “Later, |
Come, let us go helow." |
"I took Dayton's arm and led him
along. I was conscious of Laredo be-

hind us. So we went down azain to
the lobby and found tha guides and |
geveral more of the guests who had
been sitting up over 4 eard gnme and
had volunteered to join in the search,

They stood or sat in a close little
group in the otherwise deserted lobby, !
The guides had set down their lan-
terns, and they shone sickly in the
electric glare. All eyes turned toward
us as we approached. As I hall ex-
pected, Dual took control. He spoke
directly to the clerk:

“l have suggested to Mr., Dayton
that he place the search in the hands
of the guides a3 the best parties to
conduct it quickly.”

Both the guides nodded and the

clerk rubbed his hands, “Exactly
gir. It would avoid delay and un-
necessary excitement. I agree with

you completely.”

Semi turned on the two men. “Then
select your parties [rom these gentle
men here and proceed. Continue till
you find Professor Wingarde.”

One of the two men spoke to his
companion, “Yom take half of 'em,
Bill, an' we'll get on the job.” He
stooped to plck up his lantern.

“But I say,” Dayton again protest-
ed, “I don't think Evelyn would wish
me to stay about here wb:u her fath-
er may be In danger or injured—or—

or worse. Walit a bit, you chaps.”
I took him again by the arm. “Do
a8 Dual says,” 1 whispered. *“He

linows what he's doing. 1 think he's
the only one of us who does,”

“But who gave him the authority
to take hold?” he retorted, growing
more and more flushed. “Who I8 the
chap? What—"

“He's a detective,” 1 sald, choosing
the word for what I hoped would be
its impression.

He shot me a sharp glance,
Oh, by Jove—""

“Well, do we go or do we stand
around and chew the rag?" Bill's tone
was one of palpable disgust.

Dayton turned toward him. “Go
om¥ he sald with a sudden decision,
“I'1l wait here. Stay till you find the
professor. You'll be well pald."”

At once they moved off,

They left the hotel, went down the

“Eh?

ateps,¥and we followed them to the
verandn- Through the night we ceuld
see their lanterns separate and go

bobbing off.in two different directions.
With them went the bell-boys, who
had joined the search while the elerk
had turned his eyes for a moment.

Dual, Dayton, Laredo and myself
remained standing at the head of the
veranda stairs. I

“git down, If you please,” sald
Semi, taking a chalr against the side

of the house., “Gordon, bring up
gome chalrs.” .

Both Dayton and I took one. 1 set
mine s0 as to face Semi, and Daytgn
placed his at my side,

“I fancy I may intrude, i8 it not?”
spoke Laredo softly.

“Not at all, Dual took him up. “I
belleve you knew the man who s
misaing, I sheuld like you to remaln.”

The Mexican shrugged.

He dragged a chair over and sal
down behind me in Mie sHadow,
Seuled ns we were, both Drayton and
I were in the light from a lobby win-
dow. I found myself wondering if

all In such s position that our faces
would be readily’ peen. "1 glanced

perhaps Dual had intended to place us

about me juet as heé spoke.

“Draw in closer, gentlemen, If yow

ploase,
matter,”

Dayton and I complied. Laredo as
a matter of course, followed. Dayion
cleared his thront. “And now I fancy
I'd better ask you to explain, Mr.
Dual. You know 1 can't just seo by
what right you are taking your stand
in this matter. It was jolly good of
Glace to send his wife in to Evelyn
and all that, but—"

“1 told him to,” sald Semi.

“ISh?" Dayton fairly pasped.

“You see,” Dunl went on, “I Knew
Miss Wingarde would need a woman's
support when her father was found,
and during the waiting. Permit me
now to add, that if you nre really in-
terested In the young woman's wel-
fare, as I feel sure you are—"

“Rather., We're to bsa married, you
know,"” sald Dayton quickly.

“You will offer me all the assiztance
you can in clearing up this matter of
his death.” Dual paused.

“Hut that's what 1 can’'t under
stand,” the BEnglishman rushed on.
“You say he Is dead, but I can't be-
lieve it. How is one to know that till
be is found?"

“That,” sald Dual, “is a matter for
later explanation, What you must do
now is 1o tell me all about the last few
weeks of yvour association with Miss
Wingarde and her father.”

*Why 2" -

Dayton was not Inclined to quiet
surrender.

“Mr. Dayton,” said Semi, "it is a
truth that at times the most trival
things in thelr seeming lead up to the
tragedies of life. For years I have
made a study of such matters. It
there should, by any chance, be more
in this man's death than an accident,
perhaps some fact you might mention
in your narration would serve to point
out the real cause.

“If you are unwilling I shall not In-
siet, but as we have some time to wait
for the searchers' return, I think we
may as well employ it in gaining all
the Tacts of the past few weeks which
you can recall”

“Let me ask you this,” Dayvton re-

turned. “Are you and Glace detec. |f tion given to farm sales. Write or
tives?" phone me st my expense, Lam-
(To be Continued.) bertyille, Michigan,
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Auto Radiator Repairing
By Experts -
Lober Art Brass and Specialty Co.

Special attention given to out-of-town customers.

126-128 11th Street

this

—all sizes.

We shall speak noftly of this |

It's all in the ‘'way vou wenr the
air line vell As it is shown here
gracefully diuped ia the vuck it
Ign'u.. the impres-icn that the wearer
1as just come down from a gpree in
the clouds. There are other ways of
weunring the aviatrix, for it 1s a ver-
satile veil. Il can be worn over the
face and tied in front, also flung
back like a motor veil.
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Let Marvin Carlyle Ford be )';:ur
Auctioneer. Reference (o expe-
rience and ability, Special atten-

Beautiful new shade of
brown which is so popular

the price is

Here Is Our Very
Newest Boot

Tt comes in the new shade of
brown, also black—don’'t miss it

{ $4.48

TOLEDO, OHIO

e AT

Beauty

spring—all sizes—

KINNEY’S
Yes They Are Here

h PRICES YOU KNOW ARE ALWAYS CHEAPER

FARMSE—Well Improved, 100 acres,

o térmut well Improved ullo‘. 160

norew, RIS pert wood timberinnd; 810 pors

other hargnine.  MeGrath, Mountaln
View; Mo, ‘
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WE WANT A MAN

Good  salary  for loeal plano
sulesman  for well-known plano
compuny,  Experience not neces-
siry. Cable Plano Company, 811
Superior Street, Toledo, Ohlo, ;

I Want Work On Farm

on season contract.  Marrled man
without children. Some experience,
'refer work opn farm where I can
buy land in ffiture. Write {mme-
diately, full terms, . A, J. Bertholf,
S09 Lewls Ave,, Toledo, Ohio,
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Dr, Jam‘ea M. Morgan, formerly
P.rofusor in the Anierican Medical
College, has located ar 220 Michignn

Street, Toledo, Ohio, and will give
special attention to the diseases of
women.

Home Phone Main 453
Bell Phone Main 2024

m

WELDING Material

Cast Iron, Aluminum, Bronze
Welding Flux—Immediate delivery,

ACETYLENE WELDING

Auto Repair & Machine Co.
Foot Washington St. Toledo, 0,
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F you are contemplating buying

4 pleasure ear or truck, let us

show you where we ean save you

60 per cent on the purchase price
by buying of Used Car Dept,

Ford Forma Trucka. nlightly ased,

originnl t ¥ .
fo & «m.cm‘.ml BS00,00—now  $250,00

1918 Overlands, 6 eyll
A " .W.y nder: Model

1917 Studebak 4" Y
£450.00 80, ern, m and 5

Hupmoblles, nll d
te SE06 o0 modeln—a500,00

You can drive one of our Used
Cars for years with but very little
depreciation, These prices are
bound to advance in the spring,

Grasser Motor Co.

SIXTEENTH AND MADISON
Madison Where Sixteenth Crosses
TOLEDO, OHI1O

These lend a smart
et . ol

New Spring Arrivals of
Pumps and Oxfords

In brown and black ‘with spats,

LR Y T

2
$2.98

516 JEFFERSON AVE.

TOLEDO, OHIO

G. R. KINNEY CO. Inc:




